
Year 4 Progression in Geography
Locational Knowledge Map skills Place Knowledge / Comparison Human / Physical Geography

● Identify the position and
significance of latitude, longitude,
Equator, Northern Hemisphere,
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics
of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic
and Antarctic Circle

● Locate the world’s countries,
using maps to focus on North
America, concentrating on their
environmental regions, key
physical and human
characteristics, countries, and
major cities

● Understand geographical
similarities and differences
through the study of human and
physical geography of a region
within North America

● Physical geography, including:
climate zones, biomes and
vegetation belts

Longitude, latitude, equator, tropics,
poles

● I know how the world is mapped
using the equator and longitude
and latitude lines

● I know the differences between
the tropics and the poles

North America: New York
● I know the climate and physical

geography of the United States of
America

● I know the impact of the climate
and physical geography of the
United States of people who live
there

Climate zones, biomes and vegetation
belts

● I know that there are different
biomes

Tropical rainforests
● I know the features of tropical

rainforests

Deserts
● I know the features of hot deserts

● I will know the name and location
of the Equator using the symbols
on a world map and a globe

● I will know the significance of the
lines of longitude and latitude

● I will know the significance of the
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn

● I will know the significance of the
Arctic and Antarctic Circles

○ ● I will know the key physical
geographical features of the
United States of America

● I will know the key physical
features of the landscapes of the
United States of America: The
Grand Canyon

● I will know the key features of the
population of the United States of
America

Climate zones, biomes and vegetation
belts

● I will know what biomes are
● I will know the location of

rainforests on a world map
● I will know that the rainforest has

different layers
● I will know and understand the

climate zone of a rainforest



● I will know how the climate has
affected the physical features of
the landscapes of the United
States of America

● I will know the main types of
foods and farming in the United
State of America and the
importance on the economy

● I will know the key human
geographical features of the
United States of America : New
York

Tropical rainforests
● I will know the location and key

features of the Amazon
Rainforest

● I will know which animals live in
the rainforest

● I will know how land is used in the
Amazon Rainforest

● I will know how and why
rainforests are under threat

Deserts
● I will know what a desert is and

the location of deserts around the
world

● I will know the features of a hot
desert


